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Dear Parishioners, 

As mentioned last week we have now entered the New 

Liturgical Year [Year A, Weekday cycle 2]. Let us use 

this season of Advent to prepare in an extra special way 

for the great feast of Christmas, the Birth of our 

Saviour. 

The latest edition of the Catholic Outlook is available at 

the Church entrances. Please pick up a copy to read 

about various happenings, past and future of the 

Parramatta Diocese.  

Monday, 8th December is the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

while not a day of obligation, is a great way to honour 

in a special way our Blessed Mother. It also marks my 

42nd Anniversary of Profession as a Franciscan Friar. 

Also TAIZE prayer will be held in the Church on 

Wednesday, 10th December from 7-8pm. We can use 

this as part of our Advent preparation for Christmas. 
 

Let us continue to pray for our parish and one another. 

Fr. Christopher Shorrock, OFM Conv.  

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY PARISH KELLYVILLE 
Under the Pastoral Care of the Friars Minor Conventual 

Fr. Christopher Shorrock OFM Conv., Parish Priest,  
Fr. Christian Ornum OFM Conv., Assistant Priest,  Deacon N Tan, Br. Louis Schmid OFM Conv. 
Fr. Paschal Corby, OFM Conv., Shrine director;   Fr. David Blowey OFM Conv., Delegate to Australia 

Franciscan Shrine 

of the Holy Innocents 
Open daily from 7am to 6pm. 
Come and pray in quiet beauty. 
All welcome to visit throughout 
the day. To book your weekday 

retreat or conference, please inquire on our website 

here or go to: www.franciscanfriarsaustralia.org/
shrineoftheholyinnocents 

We pray for the sick: Ariana, Raymond  Barrios, Patricia 

Barry, Vince Bosco, Vince Borg, Michael Bright, Michael 

Carter, Lynette Mary Crowley, Fidelino de Freitas, Greg 

Dimmock, Christopher Doyle, Eugene, Fernando, Gail, Michael 

Griscti, Grant Harrison, Rudy Harso, Jordan Hunter, Myra 

Veloso Ladia, Pamela Laurence, Callum Lee, Tyler Amadeus 

Lianto, Pravani, Rodney Martel, Franca Masciotra, Frances 

McDonald, Maria Milagros, Michelle Nickols, Norma O’Sullivan, 

Clara Mondares Pineda, Eduardo Mayuga Pineda, Teodora 

Postaski, Michael Sampedro, Natalie Sereno, Maria Short, 

Baltazar Pineda Trinidad, Brendan Twomey, Peter Upton, 

Barbara Vella, Michael Vella, Tony Weinman and all those who 

are suffering illness in our community. Please write to us here. 

and let us know your loved ones’ names to be added on or 

removed from our list. 

The Holy Innocents Mass 
will be celebrated by Father 
Paschal at 9:30am on 
Saturday, 27th December. 
The Mass will be followed by a Procession to 
the Shrine. 

Please bring a plate to share for a luncheon 
in the Undercroft. We hope to see you there! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
6-13 DECEMBER 2025 

 
 

 

 

Sat 06   9.30am  John Ripa 
     6.pm   Joseph F. Mizzi 
 

Sun 07  7.am   Helen Barlow 
     9.am   Lloyd Carter  
     11am   Andy Zahra 
     6pm    Pro Populo 
 

Mon 08  6.45am  Intention of Donor (Elena Fulop) 
     7pm    Francesa Grima 
 

Tue 09  6.45am  Intention of Donor (Joanne’s Birthday) 
     7pm    Andy Zahra, Wayne Holland & Sam Bugeja 
 

Wed 10  6.45am  Phyllis Castellino 
     9.30am  Ernesto Maria Rosa & Jeanette Murdocca 
 

Thu 11  6.45am  MI Group 
     9.30am  All Souls 
 

Fri 12   6.45am  Lawrence Apap & Charlie & Jane Refalo 
     9.30am  Intention of Donor (Patricia Barry) 
 

Sat 12  9.30am  FSHMJ Family 
     6pm   Edward Jones & Dennis Jackson  

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

5 Dec    7pm First Friday Mass 
6 Dec    5pm Vigil Mass before Carols Night at 6pm 
      David’s Place Christmas Appeal 
      Kellyville Lions Club Christmas Cake Sale 
7 Dec    Morning tea with Alex & Beth after 9am Mass 
10 Dec   7-8pm Taize (Advent) in Church 
15 Dec   No 7:00pm Mass (OLOR graduation) 
16 Dec   No 7:00pm Mass (St. Angela’s graduation) 
19 Dec   David’s Place gift wrapping 
20 Dec   10am Christmas Reconciliation 
24 Dec   5:30pm Christmas Vigil (Children’s Mass) 
      8:00pm Christmas Vigil 
25 Dec   12:00am Midnight Mass 
      7:00am Christmas Mass 
      9:00am Christmas Mass 
      11:00am Christmas Mass 
      No evening Mass 
27 Dec   9:30am Holy Innocents Mass followed by     
        Eucharistic  Procession to the Shrine 

Christmas at the Shrine Lunch 13 December 

Only one week to go, and thank you again for your enthusiastic 
support! The fundraising lunch at the Shrine of the Holy 
Innocents happens on Saturday, 13 December at 12 Noon. Prior 
to lunch there will be a Rosary and Benediction at 11:30am in 
the Chapel. Lunch follows in the Undercroft, with live music 
courtesy of Joe Apap. All proceeds will support the 
maintenance of the Shrine.  
Everyone can still win lovely prizes by purchasing raffle tickets 
at 3 for $5. First prize: $500. Donations welcome! Raffle tickets 
available from the parish office too. 

w 

PIETY STORE: If you are looking for Christmas gift 
inspiration, new products have arrived at the piety store 
which is open after Mass on weekends (& via the office on 
weekdays). Seasonal items will also be out soon. 
 

The Women of St. Clare will have no meetings for the rest 
of 2025, and will resume on the 22nd February 2026. 

Join our choir! Do you love to sing or play an 
instrument? We're looking for joyful voices and talented 
musicians to help our parish in worship. No experience 
needed - just a willing heart and a love for music! Please 
call Tina on 0432 737 808 or Rachel on 0414 730 861. 

HOLY WATER—We are going to introduce 

bowls with Holy Water at the front and 

side of the Church. As you can see the 

other dispensers are rusty and don’t 

always work. We will replenish the Holy 

Water on a regular basis and see how 

this works. 

FIRST SUNDAY FILIPINO MASS 
7 December, 3:00pm at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Kellyville 

We will have our PASKO celebration with karaoke, games and other fun 
activities! Please invite your friends and family. 

There will also be a blessing of birthday celebrants and those who celebrate 
special events during the month. 

You are welcome to bring a plate to share for the fellowship after the Mass. 

Please contact Jenn Lumapas 0404 460 815 if you would like to donate some 
prizes. 

David’s Place, a ministry of St Canice’s Jesuit Parish at Kings 

Cross in Sydney, has provided a place of prayer, reflection and 

community for the homeless of inner Sydney for more than 20 

years. Please we ask for your support during the David’s Place 

Appeal this coming weekend. If you would like to volunteer for the 

David’s Place gift wrapping bee on Friday 19th December, please 

mark your calendar for the event which starts at 10am! 

THE KELLYVILLE LIONS CLUB will be selling 
Christmas Cakes at all Masses this weekend on the 
6th/7th December. All the money raised goes 
directly to LOCAL charities or LOCAL families in 
need. Please help support this cause and the cakes 
are delicious as well! 

NEW DATES FOR THE HOLY SITES OF EUROPE TOUR. 
Circumstances have caused the tour dates to be brought forward 
by 10 days, mainly due to the availability of flights. Now leaving 
Monday 7th Sept, and returning 30th Sept. The tour itinerary has 
also changed slightly with sites visited in a slightly different order 
for better flow, but the group is still visiting the same places. 
Please contact Laura on 1300 969 704 or 0414 295 367 for any 
queries. 

Youth and Young Adults  

Last Youth Group for 2025 gathers this 
Sunday 7 December after 6pm Mass for 
our Christmas Party! All students in Years 6 to 12 
are warmly invited for fun and fellowship until 
8:45pm in the Old Hall. 

ONE EASY LINK for everything you need to know about OLOR 
Youth: [linktr.ee/olorkellyvilleyouth]  

Write to  youthgroupolor@gmail.com  to join our mailing list, 
or follow @olorkellyvilleyouth on Facebook and Instagram.  

HELP TO DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS: We are in 

need of volunteers who can help set up the Christmas Trees and 

other decorations in the Church. If you are available on Friday 

evening, 12th December about 6.30pm, 

or on Saturday morning 13th December 

after the 9:30 morning, it would be 

greatly appreciated. As the old saying 

goes, “Many hands make light work”.  Are you able to assist our lovely Family Choir who serve 
at the 11am Masses? They are in need of a mixer and 
Powerpoint operator for next year and would love to 
hear from you! Please contact Michelle on 0429 954 340 
for more details. 
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CHANGE ONE’S THINKING
Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist 
us in our Advent preparation. Matthew 
presents him as a figure from Israel’s 
wilderness. From this setting John 
invites Matthew’s audience, and us, to 
repentance. There are three things about 
the Gospel’s opening verses that are 
important to note. First, the ‘wilderness’ 
was a place of nothingness. Israel 
encountered God in its forty year’s desert 
wanderings. Often our own lives are filled 
with desert wanderings and nothingness. 
We sometimes feel the loneliness of our 
lives and perhaps, at times, directionless. 
Contemplating our personal wilderness 
can be a fruitful place to begin our Advent 
preparation. 
Second, from the wilderness comes the 
call to repentance. John says, ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ This is a powerful message. The 
word, ‘repent’ comes from the Greek, 
‘metanoia’, a combination of two Greek 
words, ‘meta’ + ‘noia’. ‘Meta’ is the basic 
root word in English linked to ‘change’ 
(metamorphosis, metabolism). ‘Noia’ is 
the root for the English ‘knowledge’. In 
other words, John’s first call to ‘repent’ 
literally means (from the Greek) to 
‘change one’s thinking’, to be open 
minded and not hard hearted. It is a 
challenging call to us as we enter into this 
new time of the year. 
Third, John reminds us to be aware that 
‘the kingdom of heaven has come near’. It 
is not distant but close and present; it is 
among us, a repetitive theme throughout 
the Gospel, flagged in two Sunday’s time, 
in the birth of the child called ‘Emmanuel’, 
‘God with us’. We need today, more than 
ever, this God to be with us.
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Fr Michael Trainor

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the 
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the Jordan 
River was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their sorrow 
by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are excellent 
means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Isa 30: 19, 30

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will 
come to save the nations, and the Lord 
will make the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive 
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, may no 
earthly undertaking hinder those who set 
out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company.  Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 11:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor  

of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;
his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together
with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair
the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm,
on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge 

of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PS	 Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17. R. cf. v. 7

R.	Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever.

1.	 O God, give your judgement to the 
king, / to a king’s son your justice, / that he 
may judge your people in justice / and your 
poor in right judgement.  R.

2.	 In his days justice shall flourish / and 
peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from 
sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s 
bounds.  R. 

3.	 For he shall save the poor when they 
cry / and the needy who are helpless. / He 
will have pity on the weak / and save the 
lives of the poor.  R.

4.	 May his name be blessed for ever / 
and endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall 
be blessed in him, / all nations bless his 
name.  R.

SECOND READING	 Rom 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.
Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped 
by God. And may he who helps us when we 
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant 
with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
	 It can only be to God’s glory, then, for 
you to treat each other in the same friendly 
way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry 
out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture says in one 
place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing your name.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Lk 3:4, 6

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths: all people shall see the 
salvation of God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 3:1-12

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this 
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

	 A voice cries in the wilderness:
	 Prepare a way for the Lord,
	 make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of 
camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and 
as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when 
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood 
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and 
do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, 
God can raise children for Abraham from 
these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails 
to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff 
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble 
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no 

merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to 
our rescue with the protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Bar 5: 5; 4: 36

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which comes 
to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Replenished by the food of spiritual 
nourishment, we humbly beseech you, 
O Lord, that, through our partaking in this 
mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely 
the things of earth and hold firm to the 
things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Second Sunday of Advent / A 7 December 2025
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