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Dear Parishioners,  

What a busy time we are all having. We celebrated our 

Christmas Carols last Saturday and what a great night it 

was. Thanks to so many people who sponsored this 

event, donated prizes for the raffles, made cakes, set up 

the Hall (and cleaned up the Hall afterwards), cooked 

on the BBQ: so many great volunteers - our fundraising 

committee did a great job—all the performers, singers, 

dancers.  

This coming week we celebrate our two Year 6 

Graduation Masses for St. Angela’s and OLOR 

Primary schools. We are also having the Thanksgiving 

Mass for OLOR Primary on Wednesday at 9.30am. 

And can you believe it is only a couple of weeks till 

Christmas. 

Just a reminder that we ask the children to dress up as 

Shepherds or Angels for the 5.30PM Mass on 

Christmas Eve. 
 

Let us continue to pray for our parish and one another. 

Fr. Christopher Shorrock, OFM Conv.  

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY PARISH KELLYVILLE 
Under the Pastoral Care of the Friars Minor Conventual 

Fr. Christopher Shorrock OFM Conv., Parish Priest,  
Fr. Christian Ornum OFM Conv., Assistant Priest,  Deacon N Tan, Br. Louis Schmid OFM Conv. 
Fr. Paschal Corby, OFM Conv., Shrine director;   Fr. David Blowey OFM Conv., Delegate to Australia 

Franciscan Shrine 

of the Holy Innocents 
Open daily from 7am to 6pm. 
Come and pray in quiet beauty. 
All welcome to visit throughout 
the day. To book your weekday 

retreat or conference, please inquire on our website 

here or go to: www.franciscanfriarsaustralia.org/
shrineoftheholyinnocents 

We pray for the sick: Ariana, Raymond  Barrios, 

Patricia Barry, Vince Borg, Michael Bright, Michael 

Carter, Josephine Caruana; Lynette Mary Crowley, 

Fidelino de Freitas, Greg Dimmock, Christopher Doyle, 

Eugene, Fernando, Gail, Michael Griscti, Grant Harrison, 

Rudy Harso, Jordan Hunter, Myra Veloso Ladia, Pamela 

Laurence, Callum Lee, Tyler Amadeus Lianto, Pravani, 

Rodney Martel, Franca Masciotra, Frances McDonald, 

Maria Milagros, Jeremiah Nickols, Michelle Nickols, 

Norma O’Sullivan, Clara Mondares Pineda, Eduardo 

Mayuga Pineda, Teodora Postaski, Michael Sampedro, 

Natalie Sereno, Maria Short, Baltazar Pineda Trinidad, 

Brendan Twomey, Peter Upton, Barbara Vella, Michael 

Vella, Tony Weinman and all those who are suffering 

illness in our community. Please write to us here. and let 

us know your loved ones’ names to be added on or 

removed from our list. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
13-20 DECEMBER 2025 

 
 

 

 

Sat 13  9.30am  FSHMJ Family 
     6pm   Edward Jones & Dennis Jackson  
 

Sun 14  7.am   Christino Giordmaina, Giormaina & Sammut families 

     9.am   Nicolas & Joshua Caruso  
     11am   Zobeil & Jacquelin Capdor 
     6pm    Intention of donor (Kristin, Andrew & Francis Placko) 
 

Mon 15  6.45am  Margaret & Alan Shorrock 
     7pm    Andy Zahra, Wayne Holland & Sam Bugeja 
 

Tue 16  6.45am  Vincent Caruana 
     7pm    Robert Garratt 
 

Wed 17  6.45am  Nerida, Carmela & Vincenzo Bombardiere 
     9.30am  Albert O’Brien 
 

Thu 18  6.45am  Jennifer & Samuel Sebastian 
     9.30am  Marilou Cecilia 
 

Fri 19   6.45am  John Foley 
     9.30am  Charles & Grace Vella, Joseph Scicluna 
 

Sat 20  9.30am  Joseph Sultana 
     6pm   Joseph F. Mizzi  

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

15 Dec   OLOR Graduation Mass (no evening Mass) 
16 Dec   St. Angela’s Graduation Mass (no evening Mass) 
19 Dec   David’s Place gift wrapping 
19-22Dec   Fr. Chris in Melbourne 
20 Dec   10am Christmas Reconciliation 
24 Dec   5:30pm Christmas Vigil (Children’s Mass) 
       Children to dress as Shepherds or Angels 
      8:00pm Christmas Vigil 
      11:30pm Carols with the Cherubim 
25 Dec   12:00am Midnight Mass 
      7:00am Christmas Mass 
      9:00am Christmas Mass 
      11:00am Christmas Mass 
      No evening Mass 
27 Dec   9:30am Holy Innocents Mass with Fr Paschal   
      followed by Eucharistic Procession to the Shrine 

HOLY WATER — We have introduced bowls 

with Holy Water at the front and side of 

the Church. As you can see the other 

dispensers are rusty and don’t always 

work. We will replenish the Holy Water 

on a regular basis and see how this 

works. 

Thank you for your generous hearts that have raised over 
$5,250.00 for the homeless during the past weekend’s David’s 
Place Appeal. If you would like to volunteer for the David’s Place 
gift wrapping bee on Friday 19th December, please mark your 
calendar and come to the Parish Office Meeting Room at 
10:00am! 

Youth and Young Adults  

ONE EASY LINK for everything you need to 
know about OLOR Youth: [linktr.ee/
olorkellyvilleyouth]  
Write to  youthgroupolor@gmail.com  to join our 
mailing list, or follow @olorkellyvilleyouth on Facebook 
and Instagram.  

A HUGE THANK YOU!!  

The members of the OLOR Vinnies Conference would like to 
extend immense gratitude for the incredible generosity of all 
parishioners who donated to the food drive and Christmas 
Appeal. Over 40 bags of pantry staples were delivered to the 
Blacktown Vinnies Service Centre and have been distributed to individuals and 
families in desperate need. $4,668.85 was raised to support the Conference 
continue their work in breaking the cycle of poverty in the local community. In 
the words of Blessed Frederick Ozanam, founder of the Society - “Let us do 
without hesitation whatever good lies at our hands”.  

 

Are you able to assist our lovely Family Choir who serve at the 
11am Masses? They are in need of a mixer and Powerpoint 
operator for next year and would love to hear from you! Please 
contact Michelle on 0429 954 340 for more details. 
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THE ONE WHO IS TO COME
Today’s Gospel focus continues with John 
the Baptist, introduced to us last Sunday. 
From prison he sends his followers to Jesus 
to find out if he is the ‘one who is to come 
or have we to wait for someone else?’ This 
question picks up an early memory that 
some thought John might have been the 
Messiah. Jesus explicates his Messianic 
credentials to John’s enquirers: the blind 
see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear and the dead raised to life. 
In other words, Jesus affirms that he is the 
one who brings restoration, community 
and healing. Jesus’ self-identification 
further affirms the blessedness of those 
who remain faithful to him. 
In the biblical world, ‘faith’ was another 
way of affirming fidelity and commitment 
to another. This leads Jesus to attest, in 
this spirit of fidelity and commitment, 
John’s prophetic mission of desert 
ascetism and preparation for the coming 
of the Messiah. As we come into these 
final days before Christmas, our role 
becomes like John: we align ourselves in 
fidelity and faith to the one who is to be 
born, who will bring healing and hope to 
our world that struggles to know this. 
But we also hear Jesus’ affirming words 
– the final sentence in today’s Gospel 
passage addressed to us. Despite John’s 
greatness as the one who prepares for 
the coming of Jesus, ‘yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he’. The Gospel’s audience, including 
us, are affirmed. We have unique status 
in the eyes of God. This divine promise 
accompanies us in the days ahead. 
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

THE BLIND SEE AGAIN. Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like 
Jesus. Many wondered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ Jesus came not to exercise 
sovereignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor and needy. 
Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the poor.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Phil 4: 4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P: May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 

Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever
R: Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 35:1-6, 10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy in their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 145:6-10. R. cf. Isa 35:4

R. Lord, come and save us. (or Alleluia!)

1.	 It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, / 
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord, 
who sets prisoners free.  R.

2.	 It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed 
down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger / 
and upholds the widow and orphan.  R.

3.	 It is the Lord who loves the just / but 
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord 
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to 
age.  R.

SECOND READING	 James 5:7-10

A reading from the letter of St James
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the 
Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. 
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for 
the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too 
have to be patient; do not lose heart, because 
the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make 
complaints against one another, brothers, so as 
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the 
Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. 
For your example, brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the 
poor. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 11:2-11

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait 
for someone else?
John in his prison had heard what Christ was 
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Go back and tell John what you hear and 
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised to life and the Good News is 
proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man 
who does not lose faith in me.’ 

	 As the messengers were leaving, Jesus 
began to talk to the people about John: 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then 
what did you go out to see? A man wearing 
fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine 
clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what 
did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and much more than a prophet: he 
is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am 
going to send my messenger before you; he 
will prepare your way before you. I tell you 
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he is.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R: Blessed be God for ever.
P: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord,  

we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving 

work.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts.
R: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R: It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P: The mystery of faith
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P: At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P: Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P: Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R: Amen
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R: Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Isa 35:4

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and 
do not fear. Behold, our God will come, 
and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of 

our faults

and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R: Amen.
P: Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R: Thanks be to God.

Third Sunday of Advent / A 14 December 2025
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